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OH&S 9-10 – 9-13 
 
Handrails 

 
9‑10(1)  An employer, contractor or owner shall ensure that a stairway with 5 or 
more treads: 

(a) is equipped with a handrail that: 

(i) extends the entire length of the stairway; 

(ii)   is adequately secured to the structure; 

(iii) is installed on the stairway at a height of between 800 and 920 millimetres above 
the front edge of the treads; and 

(iv) is strong enough to support a worker who falls on the stairway; and 

(b) on an open side, is equipped with both a handrail and an intermediate rail or 
equivalent safeguard. 

(2) If a handrail is required for a temporary stairway to which subsection (1) applies, an employer, 
contractor or owner shall ensure that the handrail is constructed of at least 38 by 89-millimetre 
construction grade lumber, or material of equivalent strength, and is supported by posts that are 
not more than 3 metres apart. 

31 Dec 2020 c S-15.1 Reg 10 s9-10. 
 
 
 

Guardrails 
 

9‑11(1) Subject  to  subsections  (2)  to  (4),  if  the  installation  of  a  guardrail  is required by these 
regulations, an employer, contractor or owner shall ensure that the guardrail: 

(a) has a horizontal top member that is not less than 920 millimetres and not more than 1070 
millimetres above the working surface; 

(b) has a horizontal intermediate member that is spaced midway between the horizontal 
top member and the working surface; 

(c) is supported for the entire length of the guardrail by vertical members 
that are: 

(i) not more than 3 metres apart, in the case of a guardrail installed before the 
coming into force of this section; and 

(ii) if reasonably practicable, not more than 2.4 metres apart, in the case of a guardrail 
installed on or after the coming into force of this section; 

(d) is capable of supporting a worker who may fall against the guardrail; and 

(e) is constructed of 38 by 89-millimetre construction grade lumber or other 
materials that are of equal or greater strength. 
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(2) Clause (1)(a) does not apply to a guardrail that: 

(a) was installed on or before October 30, 1988; and 

(b) is not less than 900 millimetres nor more than 1 metre above the working surface. 

(3) A horizontal intermediate member is not required in the case of a temporary guardrail that is 
manufactured with a substantial barrier completely filling the area enclosed by the horizontal top 
member, a horizontal bottom member and the vertical members. 

(4)   A wire rope guardrail may be used at the external perimeter of a building under 
construction. 

(5) If a wire rope guardrail is used pursuant to subsection (4), an employer, contractor or 
owner shall ensure that: 

(a) the guardrail consists of a horizontal top member and a horizontal intermediate member 
made of wire rope that is not less than 9.5 millimetres in diameter,  with vertical separators 
not less than 50 millimetres wide that are spaced at intervals not exceeding 2.4 metres; 

(b) the horizontal top member and horizontal intermediate member are positioned above 
the working surface in accordance with clauses (1)(a) and (b); 

(c) the guardrail is kept taut by means of a turnbuckle or other appropriate device; and 

(d) the guardrail is arranged so that a worker coming into contact with the ropes cannot fall 
through the ropes. 

(6) An employer, contractor or owner shall ensure that no worker hangs equipment 
on a guardrail. 31 Dec 2020 c S-15.1 Reg 10 s9-11. 

 
 

Toeboards 
 

9‑12(1)  An employer, contractor or owner shall provide toeboards at the edge of: 
(a) a permanent floor, platform, mezzanine, walkway, ramp, runway or other 
surface from which it is possible for materials to fall more than 1.2 metres; 

(b) a temporary scaffold or work platform from which it is possible for materials to fall 
more than 3 metres; and 

(c) a pit for a flywheel or pulley. 

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to a loading or unloading area if the employer, contractor or 
owner has taken other precautions to ensure that materials will not fall from the floor or other 
horizontal surface. 

(3) If a toe-board is required by these regulations, an employer, contractor or owner shall ensure that 
the toe-board extends from the floor or other horizontal surface to a height of not less than: 

(a) 125 millimetres from the floor or surface; or 
(b) 100 millimetres from the floor or surface, in the case of a toe-board that 
was installed before March 13, 1986. 31 Dec 2020 c S-15.1 Reg 10 s9-12. 
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Openings in Floors, Roofs, etc. 
 

9‑13(1)  An employer, contractor or owner shall ensure that any opening or hole in 
a floor, roof or other work surface into which a worker could step or fall is: 

(a) covered with a securely installed covering that is capable of supporting a load of 360 
kilograms per square metre and that is provided with a warning sign or permanent marking 
clearly indicating the nature of the hazard; or 

(b) provided with a guardrail and a toe-board. 

(2) If the covering or guardrail and toe-board mentioned in subsection (1) or any part of the 
guardrail or toe-board is removed for any reason, an employer, contractor or owner shall immediately 
provide an effective alternative means of protection. 

31 Dec 2020 c S-15.1 Reg 10 s9-13. 


